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ments, Prayer and the Personality of God1. Among the Cambridge papers I find a remarkable sentence on " Prayer " by Arthur Hallam.
With respect to prayer, you ask how am I to distinguish the operations of God in me from motions in my own heart ? Why should you distinguish them or how do you know there is any distinction ? Is God less God because He acts by general laws when He deals with the common elements of nature?...That fatal mistake which has embarrassed the philosophy of mind with infinite confusion, the mistake of setting value on a thing's origin rather than on its character, of assuming that composite must be less excellent than simple, has not been slow to extend its deleterious influence over the field of practical religion.
My father seems to have propounded in some college discussion the theory, that the " development of the human body might possibly be traced from the radiated, vermicular, molluscous and vertebrate organisms." The question of surprise put to him on this proposition was " Do you mean that the human brain is at first like a madrepore's, then like a worm's, etc. ? but this cannot be for they have no brain2."
At this time, with one or two of his more literary friends, he took great interest in the work which Hallam had undertaken, a translation from the Vita Nuova of
1 Three questions discussed by the Society were: (i) Have Shelley's poems an immoral tendency ? Tennyson votes "No." (2) Is an intelligible First Cause deducible from the phenomena of the Universe ? Tennyson votes "No." (3) Is there any rule of moral action beyond general expediency ? Tennyson votes "Aye."
1  have a note to my father from Tennant saying: " Last Saturday we had an Apostolic dinner when we had the honour, among other things, of drinking your health.     Edmund Lushington  and  I  went away tolerably early;  but most of them stayed till past two.    John Heath volunteered a song;  Kemble got into a passion about  nothing but  quickly jumped  out again;  Blakesley was afraid the Proctor might come in;  and Thompson poured large quantities of salt upon Douglas Heath's head because he talked nonsense."
2 Letter from A. H. Hallam.     Most of his philosophical and religious letters to my father have been lost.